Wednesday, April 13, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday April 13, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:00 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Allen Staples, Allen Kadolph, Dennis Heetland, Sandy Trampe and Nancy Slife.  .        

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Mike Wiarda, Lucas Smith, Mary Hyland, Drew Brandt, John Schuller, Greg Lindaman, and Bill Schmidt.         

Public Comment:  None.

Approval of Minutes:   Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the March 9th, 2011 meeting, seconded by Allen K.  All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Alan S. to approve the April 13th, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Sandy T. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Chairman and Board Members reported that the park tour had been a good outing and the fur trapping and fur handling sessions held at the headquarters was interesting.     

Naturalist’s Report:   They have been busy working on the newsletter and planning for summer day camps.  Doing programs at various schools, preparing for the GPS Egg Hunt and working on the Wild Women of the Woods program.  

Interpretive Resource Specialist Report: Worked with the Conservation Corps doing trail work –prepared for the fur trapping program – burn brush from east side of maintenance shed – plan for trout fishing trip to be held in May – helped with controlled burning with the Headquarters staff.     

Natural Resource Tech Report:  Continued with grant writing – cutting trees at Hdq. for the new building and the location for the nursery – attended the Tri State Forestry Conference, and helped with prairie burning.       
Director’s Report:  Mailed our rejection letters to wetland contractors, and sent new bid sheets – put legal notices in county and out of county newspapers – contacted Craig Ritland on progress of Pine Ridge – called the pipeline rep. about fixing damage at Sac and Fox. – worked on seasonal positions for the summer – met with Dave Petty and Doc Bates for a possible trail at Union – went on park tour with 3 board members – helped with burn in Franklin Co. – burned plots at Calkins ; Pine Ridge Addition; and Ander’s.  Did seasonal interviews.   Director stated that Eric Nielsen has worked at Sac and Fox to restore the area that the Pipeline personnel damaged. He regraded and seeded that area.  Rangers’ projects are – working on new building site - working on equipment – opening parks/campgrounds and doing prescribed burning.     

A. Friends of Calkins:  –    Bill Schmidt reported that the money raised from their fundraiser was the best ever - $7,221.  The Friends approved giving $225 to the Wild Women of the Woods program, which will be held in July.  They also approved to sponsor the radio talk shows that KIFG will be doing.  They approved of a grant to be submitted to purchase 6 kayaks, plus life jackets.  

B. Firewood selling in parks – John Schuller from the Iowa River Greenbelt Trust inquired about selling firewood at the campgraounds.  After some discussion motion was made by Sandy T. to allow selling of firewood at Pine Ridge for one (1) year and to have arrangements made with the camp host, and a portion of proceeds would go back to camp host, second by Alan S.  All members voting aye, motion carried.           

C. Horse Trails:  Lucas Smith from the Pine Lake Saddle Club commented on their inquiries as to the Sylvan Hill ride coming up in May and also had questions as to their annual all day ride.  Mike Wiarda and Drew Brandt spoke for the Ackley Saddle Club and were inquiring as to areas where a Sunday ride could be done, preferably having a loop around the Headquarters segment.  Both saddle clubs stated they wanted to work with the board in establishing a route for riding.  Suggestions were made that perhaps they and the board would need to walk the headquarters area, also posting signs as to where rides could be done.  Director stated that he had sent to each of the board member the list of parks and for them to mark which are appropriate for rides and which are not, with the areas of education and state preserves off limits entirely.  Once these lists have been returned to the Director he will compile them and the subject will again be on the May 11, 2011 agenda.       

D. Monthly Camping Spots:  Director stated that an inquiry was made as to some spots at the campgrounds be made available for monthly camping spots.  The camp host from Pine Ridge suggested as another idea in place of doing that, a proposal could be made to the camping people that if they camped for six (6) nights the seventh (7) night would be free.  Discussion was held with a motion being made by Sandy T. that campers could pay for 6 nights of camping with the 7th one free if they so desired, seconded by Allen K.  All members voting aye, motion carried.    


E. Playground Equipment:  Director stated that there was next to none as to playground equipment in both parks, and he had checked into some small things like a tether ball and possible a mobile use slide unit, amounting to approx. $3,600.  Discussion was held as to some small equipment.  Motion was made by Nancy S. to see about both the teeter ball and slide unit for the parks with the funds to come from either the general fund, if enough money was left over, or from the reserve fund, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.       

F. Sponsor Talk Shows with KIFG:  Director stated that he had been contacted by KIFG if the Board would like to sponsor talk shows, which would be about 5 to 10 minutes long.  Friends of Calkins will do a three month sponsorship which would be $210.00; he was inquiring if the Board would like to do the same.  It will give us some free advertising, which he would like to do for the campgrounds and perhaps other activities that would be coming up.  After some discussion motion was made by Allen K. to proceed with the 3 month sponsorship, seconded by Nancy S.  All members voting aye, motion carried.      

G. Additional Mowing Areas:  Director stated that with the bid coming in lower than what was budgeted, perhaps Mr. Below could mow an additional park or two, possibly Reece or Tower Rock or both.  Director had received bids on both parks from Mr. Below.  After some discussion motion was made by Nancy S. to have Mr. Below mow Reece Park, seconded by Allen K.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.    

H. Wetland Bids:  Friday, April 8, 2011 the bid letting was open with Board Member Dennis H. present.  Two bids were received – one from Rognes Bros. Excavating  from Lake Mille, IA in the amount of $91,725.85 and one from Ferguson Excavation from Statford, IA in the amount of $45,506.00.  Director contacted the DNR as to these bids and they informed him they could go along with the $45,506.00 bid.  DNR will be covering the bid 100% with the Board having to pay for bringing electricity to the pump station.  Motion was made by Allen K., seconded by Alan S. to reject the bid from Rognes Bros. Excavation in the amount of $91,725.85.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  Motion was then made by Nancy S. seconded by Allen K. to accept the bid from Ferguson Excavation in the amount of $45,506.00.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

I. Bessman-Kemp Campground:  Director stated the Boy Scouts from Alden had put in 6 spots at the park for camping, equipped with tables and fire rings.  Resource Specialist, from Calkins Nature Center will be handling the padlocks for these spots on a weekly basis.  He was inquiring as to what should be the nightly fee, as there is no water, restrooms facilities, only electricity.  Motion was made by Nancy S. to charge $10.00 per night, seconded by Allen K.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

J. Donation to Iowa Wildlife Center:  Director stated that at Boone they are building a huge wildlife rehab center which is a registered nonprofit organization with the IRS and with a 501© 3 status.

                              Director inquired of the Board as what amount, if any, would they like    

                              to donate towards this project.  Brief discussion was held with a 

                              Motion made by Allen K. to give $200.00 for this project, seconded by 

                              Nancy S.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

K. Cache Application:  Director stated that he received 17 cache applications, from 3 people.  A lot of interest is being developed in this kind of recreation, and perhaps need to be watched, as to not over populate the parks with these caches.  Suggestion was made for the Director to make a spreadsheet as to where these and other caches are being placed, and perhaps may have to reject some applications if deemed to be too plentiful per park.  Motion was made by Sandy T. to allow these 17 applications, seconded by Nancy S.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Other Items:  Director stated that the appraiser for the wetland property appraised it at $1,000 per acre.  The Resource Tech, Rob A. is writing a Habitat grant and we would need to pay $29,000. instead of $25,000.  The WRP papers are filled out, but have not been returned by the attorney.  Information only, no action needed.  

Public Comment:   None

.     
Adjournment:  Motion was made by Allen K, seconded by Sandy T. to adjourn the meeting until May 11, 2011.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

     

