Wednesday, December 14, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday December 14, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 6:30 p.m. at Headquarters.

Before the meeting was called to order, Director Wiese presented Alan Staples with a certificate of appreciation for his 4 years of service to the Hardin County Conservation. He chose to not reapply for the position. Supervisor Jim Johnson also presented Alan S. with a certificate of appreciation of his service.  

Board Members attending:  Allen Kadolph, Nancy Slife,, Sandy Trampe, Alan Staples and Dennis Heetland.       

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Supervisor Jim Johnson.        

Public Comment:  None  

Approval of Minutes:  Member Kadolph stated that it should be stated in the Boards report that the name of Muller should be added in regards to soil moving in his report. Motion was then made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the November 9th, 2011 meeting, seconded by Allen Kadolph. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Alan S. to approve the December 13, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Chairman’s Report: Chairman Heetland stated he had an inquiry but it would be reported in the Director’s report..                          

Board Member Report:  Member Staples stated that he would like to see the tree stand removal at end of season to be more enforced, especially in Reece Park.  Member Slife stated that she attended the Friends meeting on Nov. 15th, and on Nov. 18 attended the astronomy program at Sac & Fox. On Dec. 4 she attended  Calkins Christmas party.               

Naturalist’s Report:   They have been winterizing and deep cleaning the animal exhibit, along with cleaning the nature center and  Nelson Hall.  Held Native American Programs at Asbrook Assisted Living with 25 attending, for the Pineview first grade and for the field trip for Rock Run.  Attended the Friends of Calkins Nature Area Board of Directors on Nov. 15th.  Gathered supplies for the astronomy program that was held on Nov. 18th at Sac & Fox.  Been busy with decorating, getting trees from various places for the Christmas party and its activities, which was held on Dec. 4th with approx. 200 attending. Working on the winter newsletter; organizing for the Bird Brunch in January; scheduling the snowflake program for first graders.     

Natural Resource Tech Report: Girdled locust trees at Pine Ridge and Eagle City.  Cut Honeysuckle at Sand Springs.  Worked on Habitat Management Grant.  Sprayed garlic mustard at Eagle City.  Organized and moved water trail signs and posts.              
Director’s Report:  Met with the following people - OSA officials at Charlie Ruby’s and toured the Sac and Fox site; Clapsaddle - Garber Engineers at Bates Property for the trail; ITC Easement Repr.; Mike Ingribritson about painting at Calkins:  and with the County Attorney.  Gathered bids for Calkins improvements.  Attended the following meetings:  Pheasant Forever at Porters; Friends of Calkins; Winter Fest; Steamboat Rock Cemetery; ECC advisory board; Project AWARE; and attended Calkins Christmas Party.  Director stated that he had received a letter from the Steamboat Rock Cemetery and that they had denied the request of the Board to use the Cemetery road as an entrance to the Ruby property that is adjacent to the Cemetery.  Been working on the Wetland Purchase; easement paperwork; some items for the Muller Attorney, and on Project AWARE items.    The Rangers have been closing down parks, installing signs, cutting up trees and maintenance on equipment, plus using some vacation time.  

A. Friends of Calkins:  – No one was present to represent them, and Nancy S. reported that the Friends held their annual Christmas Party on Dec. 4. and that attendance was down.          

B.  Geocache Permits:  Director stated that Norm Bissell had submitted another set of 4 geocache placement permits, all of them at Calkins Nature Center.  Motion was made by Nancy S. and seconded by Allen K. to allow Mr. Bissell to place these 4 geocaches at the Nature Center.  All members voted aye, Motion carried.               

C. Budget Update:  Director stated that he had met with the Supervisors about the 2012/2013 budget. There is a slight increase in the benefits category and that is due to approx. one-half of a percent in IPERS.  No action needed, information only.   

D. Eagle City Park – Name:   Director asked of the Board of their opinion as to the letter of Stan Plum in regards to the re-naming of Eagle City Park.  After some discussion the consensus of the Board members was that they would like to keep the name of Eagle City Park as is, but to name the shelter house that is located in Upper Eagle City the “Bertie Robb Shelter House.” 

E. Copier:  Director stated that due to un-fore scene expense of the heating system this topic is void. 

F. Sponsorship for IA Falls Winter Rec Fest:  Director stated that he was invited to help plan the Iowa Falls winter recreation festival which  will be held January 27-28, 2012.  After some discussion as to what is involved as to being a sponsor and to the amounts that would be required for different categories, motion was made by Nancy S. to contribute $100 to be a sponsor to some event, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voting aye – motion carried.   

G. Elect 2012 Chairman: - Board members stated that they thought the present Chairman, Dennis H. did a good job this past year and asked if he would volunteer to again be chairman for 2012.  Motion was made by Alan S. to again elect Dennis H. to be chair of the board for 2012, and Allen K. to again be Vice-Chair, seconded by Nancy S.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.        

   
Other Items:  Director stated that we have no heat at the present time and that Mort’s Plumbing & Heating and Iowa Falls Plumbing & Heating have been out to look at the heating system, with the result being needing a new compressor.  The present compressor is 18 years old.  Director  has received bids from both of these business’s. After some discussion it was the consensus of the Board that the Director should get a quote from Barnhart Elect. After the Director has obtained the quote from Barnhart he will notify the board and decision would then be made by phone.  .   

Public Comment:  None  

Adjournment:  Motion was made by Allen K. seconded by Sandy T. to adjourn the meeting until Jan. 11, 2012.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

     

