Wednesday, July 13, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday July 8, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:00 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Allen Kadolph, Dennis Heetland, Sandy T. and Nancy S.  

Absent:  Alan Staples        

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Supervisor Jim Johnson, Bill Schnormeier, Dave Petty, Patty Hammer, Doug Bleeker, Bill Schmidt, John Schuller and Lucas Smith.        

Public Comment:  None  

Approval of Minutes:   Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2011 meeting, seconded by Allen Kadolph. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Allen K. to approve the July 13, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Board Members Reports were given with Member Kadolph reported that the South Fork Canoe float was a great success. Nancy S. reported that she had attended the annual meeting of the Friends of Calkins on June 23, 2011.        

Naturalist’s Report:   Fifty six (56) children attended the 3 summer camps that were held at Calkins Nature Center.  A wedding was held on June 11. and now they are preparing for the Wild Women of the Woods program that will be held the weekend of July 15th.  
Natural Resource Tech Report:  Planted trees for the nursery at Headquarters. Sprayed and cut Honey Suckle at various parks.  Mowed for thistles at Hilker’s
Director’s Report:  Worked on year-end purchases.  Worked on Wetland issues and pump issues with the contractor.  Looked at Bessman – Kemp camping pads. Attended Dept. Head meeting at the courthouse.  – Attended the Cleanline Energy Meeting in Eldora. – Met with Bob and Mary Lou Gunderson on Greenbelt Trust Projects.  Lined up pump and components for wetland project at Hilkers.  – Checked on new electrical at Eagle City.  – Attended the Friends annual meeting. Checked on transients at Bates Park and called the sheriff’s office.  – Checked on installing exhaust fans in bathhouse at Pine Ridge.  – Checked on the new ceiling that was installed by the Brekke family at the shelter in Brekke’s Park.   

A. Bates Trail:  –    Dave Petty and Patty Hammer stated that the Bates family was willing to donate the approx. 29 acres of land through a quit claim dead.  Discussion was held as to fence, maintenance and development of a trail.  Discussion was held as to the cost of constructing the trail.  Supervisor Johnson stated that he was in support of the trail and perhaps the construction of the trail could be done in phases. He also stated that he could not speak for the Supervisor Board but perhaps the Conservation Board and the Supervisors could have a joint meeting to see if there   would be some financial help from their budget in the year 2012-2013.

                              Motion was made by Sandy T. to first have the Conservation Board   

                              meet with the Supervisors as to financial help in the construction and     

                              long term maintenance of this trail before a definite decision was given 

                              concerning this trail, second by Nancy S.  All members voted aye.  

                              Motion carried.  Supervisor Johnson and Director Wiese would set a 

                              date the latter part of July or first part of Aug.  .

B.  Hilker Farm – Triangle Piece of Property:  Mr. Schnormeier was concerned about an erosion taking place due to a tile damage at Hilkers.  Mr. Schnormeier would like to have it fixed before further erosion took place.  Mr. Schnormeier also commented on the field of thistles, and Director Wiese stated that the fixing of the tile would take place, along with taking care of the thistles.      

C. Rules for Horse Ride Permits:  At the June 8, 2011 meeting a suggested set of rules was given to each board member to review and report at the July meeting of any additions or deletions.  Member Kadolph presented some additions.  With discussing these changes Motion was made by Sandy T. to adopt these rules with the additions made, second by Allen K.  All members voting aye.  Motion carried.  Lucas S. then presented a written request for a pre-inspection ride to be held on August 14th. to check out the trail before their all day ride in Oct.  Due to the time frame being presented Motion was made by Sandy T. to allow this pre-inspection ride to be held on Aug. 14, second by Allen K.  All members voted aye, motion carried.              

D. Hilker Farm - Wetland: Director stated that the Contractor for the development of the wetland did not include the pump in his bid.  Contact was made with the DNR as to the procedure of handling this situation.  The Contractor will be paying for half of the cost, and the other half will first be paid by the Conservation with the DNR informing the Director that the Board would be reimbursed.  No action needed, information only.         

E. Kiosk (Registration Station) Bessman-Kemp Park:  Director presented the board with a picture of a kiosk that he would like to place at the new Bessman-Kemp Campground to display the rules and regulations of camping along with a place for brochures.  After a brief discussion about the possibility of purchasing more if a reduction in cost would be feasible, Motion was made by Nancy, second by Allen K. to purchase one of these kiosks. All members voted aye, motion carried.         


F. Boy Scout Cabin @ Calkins:  Director stated that the Boy Scout Cabin at Calkins is in very poor condition with the roof falling in along with other deterioration.  He suggested that it be torn down. Brief discussion was held with a Motion made by Nancy S. second by Sandy T. to have the structure torn down.  All members voted aye, Nays – none.  Motion carried.            

G. Fall Conference:   Director stated that this year’s conference was an excellent one to attend if at all possible.  Members are to notify Lea by August 1st. so that registration fees can be sent in prior to August claim payment.  

H. CD’s:  Director stated that two CD’s are due in July.  Due to the Wetland Project at Hilkers and other projects needing to be paid first through the Conservation, with reimbursement by the DNR and other organizations, director stated that it will be necessary to cash these CD’s.  He inquired would the Board give permission that when these funds are received that Lea and the Director seek the best possible rate to do up another CD.  Motion was made by Nancy S. to give permission to Wes and Lea the authority to put that money into a CD, second by Allen K.  All members voted aye, motion carried.           

Other Items: Director stated that the other Wetland project would proceed, stating that Pheasants Forever would be giving $15,000 towards the project.  No action needed, information only.  

Public Comment:   None

.     
Adjournment:  Motion was made by Nancy S. seconded by Allen K. to adjourn the meeting until August 10, 2011.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

     

