Wednesday, June 8, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday June 8, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:00 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Alan Staples, Dennis Heetland, Nancy S. and Allen Kadolph arriving after roll call at 7:10 p.m. 

Absent:  Sandy Trampe        

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Lucas Smith, Patty Hammer and David Petty.        

Public Comment:  Patty H. and David P. presented the board a map proposing a trail along the Bates property near Daisy Long Park of approx. 29 acres and the trail would be approx. 9 tenths of a mile. Discussion was held as to the particulars of the trail, no action taken by the board at this time, except to state that it would be on the agenda for the July meeting.  

Approval of Minutes:   Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the May 11th, 2011 meeting, seconded by Alan S. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Allen K. to approve the June 8th, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Nancy S. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Board Members Report were given with Kadolph informing the Board that South Fork would again be having a canoe float on June 18, 2011 from Sweeny’s place down to Riggs.  Member Staples stated they he would like to see the concrete removed from Reece Park.      

Reports from the Naturalist’s; Interpretive Resource Specialist and the Natural Resource Manger was sent with the Boards packet, with no comments by the Board at the meeting.       
Director’s Report:  Worked on budget amendments, plus reporting of the various meetings he had attended.       

Ranger:  Working on new building site, on equipment, and in campgrounds.  Plus cutting up trees, hauling rock for the building and supervising seasonal workers.

A. Craig Ritland Landscape:  –    Mr. Ritland was not present, but the Director stated that he was probably waiting for a feed back from the board as to which of the 2 plans the board would be looking at as to the development of the Pine Ridge Park.  Concept A seemed to be the favorite plan from the board.    

B. Friends of Calkins:  No one was present from the group.  Member Slife stated that the annual meeting would be held on June 23, 2011 at the Nature Center at 6 p.m. with meat and drink furnished.  They would again honor the people who volunteer their time at the Nature Center.  Suggestion has been made to possible downsize the number of board members required.            

C. End of Year Purchases: Director stated that he had made a list of some of the possibilities of purchases with the balance of the budget funds if they are available.  More will be known once the June claims are processed as to the amount of the budget balance.  A truck was mentioned as the dump truck that the Conservation presently owns is nearly non-operable.  Suggestion was made as to check with the DOT to see if they would have any used ones for sale.       

D. Rules for the permit for the horse riders:  Director presented the board with some suggestions as to rules that might possibly be included in the permit that Saddle Clubs and private horse riders would need to abide by.  The board is to look over the suggestions and add or delete as the suggestions presented are not set in stone.  This topic will be on the July 13th, 2011 agenda for further discussion and/or adopted.       


E. Geocache Application:  Mr. Murray from Iowa Falls applied for a Geocashe placement permit in the Flowing Well Park.  Board checked as to the number of permits for this area and determined that this was only the second permit for this park.  Motion was made by Nancy S. to grant this permit to Mr. Murray, seconded by Allen K.  All members voted aye, nays – none.  Motion carried.          

F. Hilker Hay Ground:  Director stated that perhaps the hay ground at Hilkers could be advertised in the paper.  It was determined that it was not the best quality of hay, perhaps only for roughage.  After much discussion it was the consensus of the board that perhaps it would be best to see if a neighbor would mow it for the hay and not charge for it.        

Other Items:  Mr. Petty inquired as what he could inform the Bates about tonight’s meeting.  Being as how this was not on the agenda no decision could be made at this meeting. It would be put on the July 13, 2011 agenda with perhaps more knowledge of what the actual cost would be as to establishing a trail on this property.  

Public Comment:   None

.     
Adjournment:  Motion was made by Nancy S. seconded by Allen K. to adjourn the meeting until July 13, 2011.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

     

