Wednesday, May 11, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday May 11, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:00 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Allen Kadolph, Dennis Heetland, Nancy Slife, Sandy Trampe and Alan Staples.        

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Craig Ritland and Mark Kuiper from Ritland Landscape and Architect.  Lewis and Sandra Rhoads from Union, Lucas Smith from Pine Lake Saddle Club, Mary Hyland and John Schuller from Iowa River Greenbelt Resource Trust, and Mike Wiarda from the Ackley Saddle Club.        

Public Comment:  Mr. and Mrs. Rhoads expressed their concerns about the noise that filtrates up to their residence from the Daisy Long Park after closing hours.  Discussion was held.  Information only.  

Approval of Minutes:   Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the April 13th, 2011 meeting, seconded by Sandy T. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Alan S. to approve the May 11th,  2011 monthly claims, seconded by Allen K. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

At this time Chairman Heetland stated that due to other commitments, Craig Ritland would like to present his options as to the development of Pine Lake at this time, and with the boards permission he was moving the presentation before the special reports are given.  

Craig Ritland Landscape:  Mr. Ritland presented 2 maps of Pine Ridge campground area showing 2 options that might work for that area.  Much discussion was held and all of this was for information only at this time.  Maps will be presented to each board member for further discussion.  

Special Reports:

Chairman’s Report: Chairman Heetland reported that he had nothing to report..                     

Board Member Report:  None of the board members had anything to report.    

Naturalist’s Report:   Naturalist’s have had 2 Christian Edu-Care programs, along with Assisted Living programs at Scenic Manor and Ashbrooke.  Met with the WWW committee, and prepared for the upcoming tree program.  Held their annual Greenbelt Bank tree program with the Ackley 3rd graders and the Iowa Falls 5th graders.  Held programs for Pineview elementary with various grades.  Prepared paperwork for the Prairie Exhibit.  The Iowa Falls/Alden Methodist held their Sunrise Easter Service at Calkins on April 24th.  Held program for the 4th graders at BCLUW.

Interpretive Resource Specialist Report: Did GIS Trail work.  Placed wood duck boxes in the duck enclosure.  Made bird feeders for school program for the Pineview 2nd graders.  Installed mammal fence.  Helped with Girl Scout animal tour.  Rock Run elementary 5th graders had a field trip to Calkins and held a pond study.  Helped put together the traveling prairie exhibit.     

Natural Resource Tech Report:  Helped with several prescribed burns at various parks and for Franklin Co.  Did some tree chipping; finished writing the Wildlife Habitat Grant; sprayed for garlic mustard; worked on the display bulletin board that will be presented at Family Fest on May 14 at Eldora Fairgrounds, and also inventoried forest reserve sites.      
Director’s Report:  Helped with prescribed burns at Hilkers and Hubbard Prairie, although that one was cut short due to the wind shifting direction.  Signed agreement forms with the camp hosts.  Made contact for the playground equipment.  Wrote a grant to Cargill for Bessman –Kemp Park.  Met with David Petty at Doc. Bates residence.  Worked on wetland project and contract for it, and also a contract for the mowing contractor.  Held a Wetland Pre-Construction meeting with Doug Janke at Hilkers.  RANGERS:  the rangers are busy working on the new building site; and they are also working on equipment.  They have opened the parks and campgrounds.  They also helped with the prescribed burns at various parks and in Franklin Co.       

A. Craig Ritland Landscape:  –    This topic was discussed previous in the meeting.  

B. Historic Mill Kiosk Grant:  Mary Hyland stated that she is applying for a grant for the Iowa River Greenbelt Resource Trust through the Historic Preservation/Museum division of  REAP.  She is working on putting historic information of Hardin County’s 11 Mills on a kiosk for each of the 11 sites.  She and John Schuller inquired if the Hardin County Conservation would be willing to allow and help install these kiosks along the Iowa River.  Discussion was held, with a motion from Nancy S. that the Conservation would help install these kiosks along the Iowa River, seconded by Allen K.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.           

C. Friends of Calkins: No information was presented, except the notification that the annual meeting would be June 23rd, 2011.   .     

D. Final Decision on Horse Trails:  Director presented the Final Tally Sheet that was compiled by the Board Members as to which parks were either yes – no - or permit only - for horse trails or riding.  Board proceeded to review each park listed. The next step that will be done will be to plan for what will be included in the rules and regulations in the permit application.      


E. Bates Trail:  Director informed the Board that he had met with David Petty and Mr. and Mrs. Bates about a proposed 12 foot wide trail connecting Daisy Long Park to Bates Park.  Director has inquired as to what such a trail would cost. This was for information only, no action needed at this time.         

F. Wetland Grant Approval:  Director stated that at the March 11, 2011 board meeting motion was made and carried to approve of up to $25,000 for the board’s portion to the grant. He stated that the actual amount was $29,000.  Motion was made by Nancy S. and second by Alan S. to rescind the motion that was made at the March 11, 2011 meeting and then they made the motion and second to approve the $29,000 as the board’s portion to the grant.  All members voted aye, motion carried.       

G. Monthly Spots Application:  Director stated that the camp host at Pine Ridge again inquired if it would be at all possible to have 4 spots along the driveway be designated as monthly spots.  He had put together an Application form for the camper to fill out.  After the board reviewed the contents of the form with changes made, motion was made by Allen K. and seconded by Sandy to approve the application form with the changes that were made.  All members voted aye – motion carried.     

H. Daisy Long Internet WiFi:  Director stated that he had a request from the camp host at Daisy Long as to having wireless internet service available at the camp ground.  After some discussion motion was made by Nancy to deny this request, seconded by Allen K.  All members voting aye – motion carried.   

I. CD Due May 19, 2011:  Director stated that due to the CD not coming due before board meeting, would the board give approval to have Lea and the Director get the best rate that would be available on May 18th.Motion was made by Alan S. to give Lea and Wes the approval of the best rate they deemed best for this CD when it comes due May 19th, 2011, seconded by Nancy.  All members voting aye – motion carried.   

J. Hilker Farm:  Director stated that there is a small triangle of land across the creek, as shown on page 29 of their parks atlas.  It was suggested that perhaps if we contacted Mr. Schnormeier, the farmer that has land adjacent to it, if he would like to farm that and then perhaps can leave some of it as food plots.  The boards consensus was to table this indefinitely and give it some more thought     

K. Amendments to Budget:  Director presented the budget amendments to the board.  After some review of the amendments  motion was made by Allen K. and seconded by Nancy S. to approve the amendments as presented.  All members voting aye – motion carried.  

L. Proposed Property:  Motion was made by Nancy S., seconded by  Sandy T. to into Closed Session Pursuant to Section 21.5 Subsection (1) paragraph (j) OF THE CODE OF IOWA  to discuss the purchase of particular real estate.  Roll Call Vote: “Ayes” Allen K., Nancy S., Alan S., and Sandy T. and Dennis H.  “Nays” none.  Motion carried.  Following discussion , Allen K. moved and seconded by Sandy T to go out of closed session, and enter into regular session at 9:25 p.m.  Roll Call Vote: “Ayes” Nancy S., Allen K., Alan S. Sandy T. and Dennis H.  “Nays” none.  Motion carried.  At regular scheduled meeting  motion was made by Sandy T. to proceed with the “Offer To Buy” as presented, seconded by Allen K..  All members voting “aye” – motion carried.   

Other Items:  None  

Public Comment:   None

.     
Adjournment:  Motion was made by Alan S.,  seconded by Nancy S..to adjourn the meeting until June 8, 2011.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

     

