Wednesday, October 12, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday October 12, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:02 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Alan Staples, Dennis Heetland, Nancy Slife, Sandy Trampe and Allen Kadolph.  .  

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Bill Schmidt.  .        

Public Comment:  None  

Approval of Minutes:  Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2011meeting, seconded by Allen Kadolph. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Alan S. to approve the October 12, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Chairman’s Report: Chairman Heetland reported that he had made contact with the FFA instructor, but he would report this in the agenda item.                         

Board Member Report:  Sandy T. stated that the fall conference was interesting and that next year it would be held at the Honey creek Resort.           

Naturalist’s Report:   Director stated they are busy getting ready for the Halloween Hike and planning for field trips. Programs were given to students from BCLUW, Christian Edu-Care, Iowa Falls Rock Run and also to the Iowa Falls Garden Club.  Ellsworth Community College held their student interviews at the Center.  

Natural Resource Tech Report: Busy mowing fire breaks and also managing areas for honey locust and honey suckle; along with aiding the Conservation Corp in cutting honey suckle etc.  Attended the.Pheasants Forever Banquet.           
Director’s Report:  Worked on reimbursement for the wetland from the DNR; met with the Water Trails Team.  Attended the fall conference in Buchanan County. Started researching grants for museum at Calkins.  Met with Bob Gunderson and Charles Ruby at Sac & Fox Overlook Attended the REAP Assembly in Marshalltown.  Worked on Fall Leaf Map for the media.  Met with Bates Family and letter in intent was signed.  Attended several meetings.  Maintenance Ranger projects have been – repairing water leaks; installing signs; cutting up trees; working on playground at the 2 campgrounds and hauling rock.   

A. Friends of Calkins:  – Bill Schmidt reported that the Friends are busy getting ready for the Halloween Hike on October 15.    

B.  Fire Pit:  Chairman Heetland stated that the instructor had some concerns, that it may perhaps be too much for the FFA to do plus the fact they wanted ideas of what we wanted as to a Fire Pit.  Director stated that we have fire rings and he also showed pictures of fire rings with benches that are at the Alden Portage and the Iowa Falls Boat Club.  Much discussion was held with a motion from Nancy S. to not build a fire pit at Sac & Fox, second by Allen K.  All members voted aye, motion carried.            

C. Water Heater:  Alan S. presented information as to a solar type of heating in regards to a water heater.  Discussion was held as to gas vs electric and the cost.  Alan stated that he had installed a solar type of heating previously.  Alan S. will present at the Nov., 2011 meeting more information about solar heating.                

D. Dump Truck: - Director stated that again the dump truck is out of commission.  He is inquiring with other departments as to upcoming possibilities.  Ranger’s truck is also having quite a few problems. This was given as information only at this time.  No action needed.           

E. Winter Meeting Time:  After some discussion it was the consensus of the board that the winter hours would now start at 6 p.m.   

F. Budget Planning:  The budget for the year 2012-2013 will be due Nov. 4, 2011. Director and Lea will be working on the budget in the upcoming week and that we would need to schedule a meeting for approving the budget.  Consensus of the Board was to hold the Budget approval date for Oct. 25, at 7:00 p.m.  

G. Hunting - Ruby Property:  Director stated that he had several inquires as to hunting on this property.  In Dec. of 2010 the Board voted to not allow any kind of hunting for a year.  Director stated that there is no public access to this property.  Chairman stated that he felt this needs to be resolved.  Discussion was held as to what kind of hunting could perhaps be held for that area.  Motion was made by Allen K. to again allow no hunting for this area for the upcoming year and to look at this issue again in July or August of 2012, seconded by Alan S.  All members voted aye, motion carried.     

H. Mueller Wetland:  Discussion was held as to the value of this wetland.  After discussion motion was made by Nancy S. and seconded by Allen K. to pursue the Mueller property.  All members voted aye, motion carried.    

   
Other Items:  Director stated that the Resource Tech had quotes from Shoppe and Gehrke as to fixing the tile at Hilkers.  Director showed the 2 plans that were presented as to a remedy.  Discussion was held as to which plan they thought would be the best.  Motion was made by Allen K. to have Gehrke’s, do the work according to Shoppe’s plan, seconded by Alan S.  All members voted aye – motion carried.  

Director also stated that he had contacted John Doershuk about the archaeological dig at Sac & Fox and that John replied that He and Jim Collins are excited about visiting the site.  If the 3 of them would come up they would need $750 to cover their expenses.  Motion was made by Allen K. to have the 3 come up, seconded by Nancy S.  All members voted aye – motion carried.  

Public Comment:  None  

Adjournment:  Motion was made by Nancy S. seconded by Allen K. to adjourn the meeting until Nov. 9, 2011.   Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

     

