Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011

       Meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board

The Wednesday September 14, 2011meeting of the Hardin County Conservation Board was called to order by Chairman Dennis Heetland at 7:00 p.m. at Headquarters.

Board Members attending:  Allen Kadolph, Dennis Heetland, Nancy S. and Sandy T.  Alan S. arrived after roll call.  .  

Staff Members:  Executive Director Wes Wiese and Office Assistant Lea Babcock 

Guests:  Bill Schmidt, Times-Citizen Reporter Laura Smith, Chip Daleske and Steve and Cornelia Throssel.  .        

Public Comment:  None  

Approval of Minutes:  Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2011meeting, seconded by Allen Kadolph. All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Approval of Monthly Claims:  Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve the September 14, 2011 monthly claims, seconded by Sandy T.  All members voted aye, Motion Carried.    

Special Reports:

Chairman and Members of the Board reported they had nothing to report.          

Naturalist’s Report:   Director Wiese stated that the Halloween Hike will be held on October 15th starting with the first hike at 5:15 p.m. and every 15 minutes after that.  Cost is $2.00 per person.  The Monarch Program was held on 3 different times and 85 people participated.  They also picked up the new Bob Cat Mount from Greg’s Taxidermy.  Held a Hunter Safety course on August 27. 2011.  The UCC held their church service on August 28, 2011.  

Natural Resource Tech Report:  Tech attended a Stream Bank Erosion Course in Dubuque.  Found an oak re-generation site at the Rainsbarger area. Conservation Corps will be with us for 2 weeks and will help them spray for garlic mustard at the Pine Ridge Addition and they will be helping at Sands Springs.          
Director’s Report:  Americorp came in and they did volunteer work on the old Hardin City Bridge, removing the trees that had grown around it.  Attended the Steamboat Rock City Council in regards to a sanitary system at Pine Ridge. Inquiry was made as to the cell phone usage as was discussed at the last meeting – Director stated that the county would need to have the employees present their first page of their  personal cell phone bill in order to receive a $20.00 reimbursement.  The employees opted to not go along with this idea.  Director also stated that he had doubled book the Sac and Fox shelter for Sept. 25, but that he was able to get both parties to use the area on that date.  In the future all bookings will be done with Lea. 

A. Bates Trail:  – Director stated that John Schuller had emailed to him and the Board a letter that he received from Clapsaddle-Garber Associates in regards to developing a trail between Bates Park and Daisy Long Park.  Mr. Garber basically laid out the same factors as the Conservation Board reported to Mr. Petty and Ms Hammer at a previous meeting.  No action needed, information only.   

B.  Chip Daleske: Mr. Daleske stated that he works with the youth at Quaker Heights that is located near Pine Lake State Park.  He has great concerns about the way some people are not showing respect when they are tubing or canoeing the river from Steamboat Rock to Eldora.  He was inquiring as to what he could do to improve the situation.  Trash is being deposited in and along the river, plus inappropriate behavior of people.  He has notified the sheriff, and Pine Lake Manager about this, and the suggestion was given to him that perhaps he could also notify the game warden.  The Board is aware of the situation and also has concerns.  No action was taken, this was information only.  Board thanked Mr. Daleske for this insight.           

C. Archeological Dig @ Sac and Fox:  Mr. Throssel gave a brief presentation of the Indians that were located in this area at one time.  He would like to compose a letter that would be sent to archeological groups in Wis. Ill and Iowa to bring them all together here and to explore this area.  Motion was made by Nancy S. to approve for Steve T. to write this letter and invite these groups to this area, second by Allen K.   All members voted aye, Motion carried.                 

D. Water Heater: - Director stated that the water heater at Daisy Long is going out and he has looked into other options such as “on demand type” of heaters.  Member Staples inquired as to solar type. Discussion was held as to various types and the consensus of the Board was to table this to the October 12, 2011 meeting.            

E. Fire Pit @ Sac & Fox:  Director stated that an inquiry had been made to him about the Ackley FFA group establish a fire pit at Sac & Fox.    Board had great concerns as to fires starting in areas other than the pit, and about putting screens over it etc.  Consensus of the Board was to table this till the Oct. 12, 2011 meeting when possibly more information would be available.  

F. Rules for Overlook Usage:  Director stated that due to double booking on a couple of occasions, plus the screws popping from the picnic tables at the Overlook, he thought it is necessary to set down some rules for use of the area.  Each member was given the registration form that was developed by the Director and Lea.  Couple of additions was suggested.  Motion was made by Allen K. to adopt these rules with the addition as so noted in conversation, seconded by Nancy S.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

G. Easement at Daisy Long:  Director stated that he had received word from Alliant Energy that they would need an easement at Daisy Long Park to put up some new poles in the Max Long Addition.    Suggestion was made that Alliant would put some steel collars around the poles and Alliant would be liable for repairs.  Motion was then made by Alan S. to allow Alliant Energy to come in and put up the new poles with the collars and repairs if needed, seconded by Allen K.  Motion carried.  

H. Entry Way Enclosed:  Discussion was held as to some kind of an awning or the like to cover the entrance of the front door, so that snow and rain would not be a factor coming into the office.  Consensus of the Board was that to see what would be best to put up at the office door.  

I. Friends of Calkins:  Bill Schmidt stated that the Friends of Calkins met on Sept. 13.  Halloween Hike will be Oct. 15th with the theme of “Stories from the Sky.  Friends discussed the aspect of restructuring of the committees as to consolidating some of the present committees. The 5 year plan for Calkins will be discussed on the updating of the constitution - museum upgrade and to prepare a wish list of which was mentioned of the men’s restroom.  Next meeting will be a potluck on Oct. 18 and planning will be done on that date.  

J. Ackley Saddle Club:  This topic was taken care of in the Directors report.    
      

                        Other Items:  Director stated that he had received a call from Mike Smith, attorney from Eldora that Ralph Harms would be giving a 5 acre tract of land that is located within the Headquarters segment to the Conservation Board in memory of his wife Edith.  Director presented to the Board a map that Ritland had sent of a Master Plan of Pine Ridge Area.  A meeting has not been held with the Rifle Range Members about the gun range.                         

Public Comment:  None  

Adjournment:  Motion was made by Nancy S. seconded by Allen K. to adjourn the meeting until Oct. 12, 2011.   Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

     

